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New- Plimouth, October 26. 1669. 


7 l - is Court taking into their conſideration the uſefulneſs and 


calonableneſs of this Sermon, do commend the (ame*ro 
all the Churches and People of God in this Juriſdition,, for 
their ſerious peruſall and improvement in the Lord, And do 


therefore Order thre publiſhing thereof, 


Nathanie! Morton Secretary. 
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& Bhpo Sermon and pious Labour of the Reverend Servant of the 
. Lord, My. Thomas Walley, being peruſed, is allowed, as con- 


- | fenting tothe healing Word'of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the dotrine 


which is according to godlineſs, and worthy to be improved by all 


| forts in New-England, as 4 foveraizy Remedy of divers Maladies x 
| Pihereupon i juſtly added 


Imprimatur, 


Charles Chauncy, 
Thomas Shepard, 
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T oO HEAL cad 
SIONS WOUNDS: Þ. 
Þ 
: A Trexztiſe wherein BED, is 2 clear Diſcovery of the F » 


moſt Prevailing Sickneſles of New-Enzland, both in the { 
Civill and” Eccleſiaſticall State . As alſo ſutable t 
Remedies for the Cure of them : by 


Colleted out of thar Spirituall DireQory, 301 
The Word of God., 3 
4 


BY Delivered in a SERMON Preached before the 3 
Generall Court of the Colony of NE#u*-PLIMOUTH MX 
4 on the. firſt day of «xe 1669. being the *+ 


; DAY of ELECTION #* 
Fa I a: "0 © 3 


- oo Thomas Walley, Paſtor of the Church of Chrit at - 
Barnſtable in New-England, 


Tor: 14-18 Haſt thow, utteily reje:d Fudah ? bath thy ſoul laathed Zion - 3 
Why baft thay ſmitten 1s, aid inere is ng bealing or ws? we looked for 
peace, ard there is 19 good ; ard for the time of healing, op b. told \&g 
trouble. k 

Hoſea 14 1. © Iſracl, return unto th? Lord thy God ; for thoa hift Falter : 
by thine itiquity. =" 

Jer. 6.8. B? thou jan 0 Ferifalem, I:ft my ſol depart {rom ihee, Y 
left 1 make thee de/olate, a land not inhabited. 

Jer. 3. 22- Return ye backſliding children, aid I will beal your back- Þ 
fl:dings : Bhd we come unto thee,* for thou art the Lord or; God. 


CAMBRIDGE: Þ 
Printed by S. G. and M4. f. 1669. 
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To the Honoured, 


THOMAS PRINCE Elo: 


Governour of New Plimomth Colony in New-Englend; - 
A-N-D' 


The Worſhipfull bis Afuftants. 


Honoured Patriots, 


Hen you were pleaſed ro C all me to Preach this p:blick_ 
ſ Sermon, I muſt confeſs by reaſon of my inſuſſiciency ' 

" for ſuch a work, and a crowd of buſineſs that then [ 
was in, 1 conld not rejoyce in it , but I looked wpon the 


Call 4: a Call from God, and therefore ſubmitted toit, knowing that God 
doth often uſe weak and worthleſs Inſtruments, that the glory might be bs, 
and not oxrs : and Was the further encouraged, becauſe I have found you like 
Hezekiah, peaking comfortably to thoſe that teach the good knowleage of the 


Lord. The Printing of this Sermon was far from my thoughts both in | 


Studying and Preaching of it. 1 dare not ſay the matter i uſeleſs, but muſt 
confeſs the dreſs to be too uncomely, all will never be liked, if it come to the 


eyes of,, thoſe that are either curions or captions, 1 conceive the reaſon why ' 
you Ordered the Printing of it , Was, Becauſe you judged it a ſeaſonable . 


Word, and therefore thought it would be 3 arr, and indeed the timing of 
things to their proper ſeafem, 4 one of- the 


leaſt Cenſure from thoſe that, from my ſelf, and all Gods people, deſerve ſo 
much bonour. _— in this Sermon my Weakneſs is expoſed to publick 
view, yet if God may have honour, and any Soul profit, and 1 may be ac- 

counted obedient to you that are onr Rulers,' ] am [ified 1 de account it 
a great mercy that we have ſuch Rulers, that we more ſafely publiſh 
Truth, then conceal it : if we conceal it, we fall rhe 


if we publiſh it , we are not in danger of falling into the hards of men. 
# 3 


Th" 


* 


higheſt aits of prafticall Wiſaome.” 
1 did the more readily conſent to the Printing of it, that I might not have the 


bands of God, but” 


v* y 7 + 34 
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The Epitle Dedicatory, 


The aiſign. of Th Sermon is the Uniting of the People of God, for the 
Wound! of ſome Churches bled, if not | er, Worthy Senators, 7 may 
buldly publiſh for the honour of God and your honour, That ſuch hah been 
onr laboue of love in the Cheer, that you ſeem to take more dilight in 
the Unity of the Churches, then in being Magiſtrates, This Sermon Was 
once in your Ears, it's now in your Fy*s, I aeſire the Lora may kup it in 
your Hearts ,, it may be it & providenially Printed for that end, As for 
my ſelf, I know all ave not Bezaleels or Aholiabs, and that he that xs but 
a poor Labourer, and brings Stone and Morte tothe Buildinf # accepred of 
God, My hearty deſire is, That you, our Honoured Governour aud Ma- 
giſtrtes , may be called The Repairer of breaches, The Reſtorers of 
paths ro dwell in, The joy of many Generations, which « the earueft 
Prayer of him that is your daily Remembrancer at the Throne of Grace, ard 
ivho u 


Your moſt humble Servant, and leſs then 
the leaſt of all Saints, 


T homas W alley. 
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Balm in Gilead to heal Sons W ounds. 
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CE” 2 4 ———_— — 
- 


BD —— 


JEREM. 8. 32, 


1s there no Balm in Gilead? is there no Phyſician there? Why thew 


is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered ? 


N this Chapter you may ſee what an evil and birter thing Sin is, it 
will not be char ar laſt which itis ar firſt, thoughir be Honey art firſt, - 


ir will be Gall at laſt, ic will be birrerneſ7 in the latte? end : It: makes 


perſons unhappy both alive and dead, when living, ic turns them - 
our of their houſes, and when dead, out of their graves, as in ver. r.-- 


of this Chapter. 


What woful work hath Sin made in the world ? what incurable wounds 


harh ic given to Kingdomes, Countries, Churches and Families ? che moſt 


deſtroying Judgements, Famine, Peſtilence, War, C aptivity, are the bicrer 
- fruits of Sin, it layes a People under Spiritual Judgements, provokes - 


God to depart, and opens a door to all woe and miſery. | 
In this Chapter you finde God threatning, the Prophet lamenting the 
dreadful evils that were coming upon «dah and fernſalem, and when he 


> © 
= 


would comfort himſelf, his heart fainted; 17hew 7 wonld comfort my ſelf = 


againſt ſorrow, my heart is faint in me, ver.18. the reaſon was, he ſaw 


that the people were reſolved to go on in their ſin, that God was reſolved - 


to go 0n in the way of his Judgements, wer.6. compared with wer. 13. 

The Prophet wonders, ts even aſtoniſhed, that a people that have ſo 
great Mercies, ſhould be in danger of fo great Miſeries : They had a good 
Ged, and a good King ; ver.19. Is not the Lord in Zion ? 55 not her King 
in her ? God was not as yet departed, It's probable ofah at preſent 
was their King , not as yet removed by deaths it may be ſuppoſed 
that this part ot the Propheſie relates to the time of his Reign, tor he 
propheſied from the thirteenth year of his Reign, ro the time of the Ca- 
ptivity, Fer.1.2,3. This people will not part with their graven Imapes 
and ſtrange vanities, therefore God will depart from them, and be a 
ſtranger to them. | 


In ver.20. the Prophet ſhews them whit will be the fruit of their folly © 


in truſting co falſe Prophets, and relying upon their PrediRtions, at laſt 


they | 


; 
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Balm in Gilead 


4 7 
' they ſhall deſpair of help, . and cry Gut, The harveſt is paſt, the Summer 


5: ended, and we are not ſaved, the time ſet by theſe falſe Prophets for de- 


 liverance was paſt, but they were not delivered. 


In the Text the Prophet being in great amazement of ſpirit, paſſionate- 


y purs forth three queſtions : 


1. Is there no Baimin Gilead ? 
2. 11 there yo Phyſician there ? 
.3. Why then is not the bealth of the denghter of my prople recovered ? 
The two firſt of theſe Queſtions do not come from any doubc, but do 


| rn, ang that there was Balm in Gilead, and that there were Phyli- 


cians chere x The third Queſtion is, hy chin is wot the bealth of the dawgh- 
ger of my people recovered ? What is the reaſon that ſuch admicable Helps 


' ſhould be no more helpful? that Gileads Balm and Gilcads Phyſicians 


ſhould be ſo unſucceſsful. This was wonderful, that while $50 had ſuch 
proper and precious Means for her Recovery, her Wound ſhould gan- 


- rene and become incurable. 


ORs is meant either a City ſo called, Hoſea 6. 8. Gilead is « City 
of them that work iniquity ;, it wasa City of the Levices, the moſt famous 
in all the Land of Gilead, the whole Country took its name from it : 
Or elſe by Gilead, is meant the whole Land and Country of Gilead,which 
was on the other ſide of orden,and did belong to the Rebenites and I1a- 
#aſſiter, 2 Kings 10.33. This Country of Gilead abounded with Balm , 
the /amaciites that bought Pofeph were carrying Balm from Gilead to E- 
Fypt, Gen. 37.25. and the daughter of Egype is bid to ferch Balm from 
Gilead, Exh. 27.17. which notes, That the moſt precious and ſoveraign 
Balm was there : as it grew in the Land of Gilead, fo it was chiefly ſold 
in the Ciry of Gilead, 

In former times there was no Balm in all the world of ſuch account as 
this Balm, Pliny ſaith, B alſamun uni terrarum 7udee conceſſum,as though 
it were a bleſſing vouchſafed to ?adea onelF: They traded with it to 
Tyre, that Merchandizing City, that then had the Trade of the World, 
and ſent ir far and near. One ſaith of this Balm, it was Medicina difficit- 
lnorum Morborum, A Medicine td heal the moſt difficult D ſeaſes. All 
Nations mult be beholding to /{rac! for Balm , noting, That all the World 
ſhould be beholding to the Church for Health. 

And as there was the beft Balm. in Gilead, (o there were the beft Phy(7- 
cian: there : uſually thoſe Countries that abound with the beſt Medicines, 
have the molt and beſt Phyſicians. 

That which the Spirit of God tells us here, is, 1, That' Sio» was 


ſick, 


. 
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ſickneſs in them, and though all Means be preſent: for their Recovery, 


15,16, At this time they had the Prophet Feremuwab, the Prophet Bzehge!, 


of G 


| but al! Means proves ineffeuall, their hearts go after their Idols, they 


: for Slons Vioands. RS 4. WO - J 
ftk. 2. That Sie» had the beſt and moſt proper Means for her Reco- - 
very ; the beſt Balm, the beſt Phyſicians, 3. That though. Sion had all 
theſe Means, yet ſhe was not-recovered. 5 1 Gs | 
Hence the DoQrine is, —_ yp - oY , 
DoRt. That ſometimes a People may be fick,, ani thonrh they have the 
moſt proper and ſutable Mw af 'Healch, yet CY, way be PE 
 effecinall for their Recovery, © TEE ; 


! Thus it may be with Nations, Countries, Charches, they may have 


yet they may remain not heated of their ſickneſs, + + - . 
Let us conſider what Meansthis People of -/ſree/ had from time to time 
tO recover them of their Lickneſles, | - "OE Rs On 
1. They had the Prophets of . God wth themrearly and late, 2 Chron: 36. 


who taichfully diſcovered to thertheir Sickneſſes, their Dange?.;and the 
Remedy, yet they were not healed : Theſe Prophets were continued to' 
then cill che deftruRion of che City and Temple, At 4 ag 

2. They had the Ordinances of God, his healing Ordinances,andſcarcely 
at any time in more purity then in the dayes of ofa ,- yer their heares 
went atter the ſins of A4anaſſch, the Abominations that were ſet up'in 
his Reign. | «Os ALS 5 

3. They had a good King , Jofcah was their King : you havean account , + 
of his goodneſs, 2 Chrox.34,35 Chap. when he was but in the efyhth year of 
his reign, he began to ſeth after the God of bir father David, Chap. 34.3. 
and in the twelfth year of his reign he put forth his urmoſt endeavours for 
a thorongl- Reformation, caſt out talſe Worſhip, ſer up the true Worſhip 

ol laboured to ſettle every thing in the Houſe of God according to 

the minde of God, and yet this people were not healed. It is obſerve- 
able, That in the twelfth year of 7o/iab the publick Reformation began,and 
in the thirteenth year this Prophet is ſent from the Lord to cali upon them 
to put away thr abowminatirns, that they may not be removed ont of his fight , 


Ul 


are not healed. - 

4. They had a go04God ; God was not as yet departed from them, he 
was in Sion, and would have healed them, Ez:+.24.13. beltowed purging 
Means upon her, but ſhe would not be healed, | 
So when 1/-al went our of Erypr, they tell into many ſicknefl-s in the 
Wiidernefs, thev had the proper 1Zems for their Recovery, they had 


» - 
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6 | Balm in Gilead | 
Moſei for their King and 6-3 , they had Aaron the Lords High” 
Veielt, they. had the Ark of God, the. Ordinances of God, yer they- 
provoked the Lord, 'contemned-the Means of their ' healing , mur-. 
mured atgheir Phyſicians ; they were not healed, and therefore they con- 
ſumed their dajet in vanity, and there years 5a trouble, Plal,78.33. T heir car- 
caſes fell in the wildergrſs, Numb. 14.32. | 

When they came into the Land of Canaan, and were filled with the 
bleſtings of God, there they ſurferted, and fell into divers Diſeaſes, they 
waxed fat, andbegan ti kick, Dzut. 32.15. When they were poor, then 
they.were hungry, and wxrmured at God , when they were rich, then they 
grew proud, «xd lightly efteemed the Rock of their Salvation ; The Lord, 
truſted them wich healing Means, followed them wich merciful Providen- 
ces, Yet they were not healed, or if they had any preſeor healing, they. 
quickly relapſed again 3 Ames 4.6,7. to the end of the Chap. the Lord deals 
with /ſracd by Judgements one after another, yet they are not healed. 

When Chcilt.came into the world, hg found Chew and State ſick, both 
quite out of ardery, he was a skilful, yea the beſt Phyſician, and would. 
have healed chem, they had the be/# Mean: that ever people had, and yer 

they were not healed. | t 
And the Apoltles of Chriſt,though they were eminent Inſtruments in the 
hands of God, and did much in other Countries, yet could do. little in their 
own Country-for the healing of the daughter of Sion. : : 
- I ſhall now give you the Reaſons, hy a people that . are ſick, ona have 
the beſt Means for Recovery, yet. are not recovered. 

Reaſ. 1. Becauſe oft-times the Niſeaſes of Kingdomes, Countries and 
Churches are ſo occult afid hid, that the wiſeit of Phylicians cannot finde 
them out: Hence ir. comes to paſs, that a people periſh, or continue ſick, 
becauſe they do not fiade. our the reaſon of their {ickneſs , for the fin of 
Achaa things went ill with the Army of 7{-ae!, fob, 7. and it was hid 
'rom foſhua and the people, till God revealed it. 1n Davids time, the Fi- 
mine continued long, and the reaſon was not known, till God diſcovered 
x tobe for the lin of, Sex/ in (laying the Gibeonites, 2 Sam.21. As ſecret- 
{in in the heart cauſes decays of grace,ſo here. Many times God in afllict- 
iag hath an aim at a particular lin,anl1 ir's hard to find out what the lin is, 

Reaſ. 2. Becauſe ſametimes the Diſeaſe is old, and deeply rooted, 
crown Malignant and Peſtilential : when a people are hardned and roote4 
1a their evils, they grow incureable, 7er.13.23. Can the Ethiopian 
char:ze his ekin, or the Leopard h:s ſpots ? then may ye alſo do goed, that are 
accr.jtamed t2 co cit, Cuſtom in fin hinders the cure ofir.it makes in "_ 

; <S. 


for Sions Wonnds. 7 

te)s then formerly it did, it ſears the Conſcience, makes perſons lecnre; 
Reaſ. 3. Becauſe of the opinion of the Patient ; Sometimes a lick peo» 
ple think they are well, and have no need of any Phyſicians , theyare nar 
ſen(ible of their ſickneſs : hence Phylicians are of no value with them, 
and it is not Gods way to bleſs the beſt Means to thoſe that ſhghe them: 


If a peopie contemn Magiftracy and Afiniſtry, though they are Gods ; 


Ocdinances, yet God is pr ovoked to withhold his bleſſi..gs from them, ſo 
that they cannot prevent the ruine and deſtruction of a proud, wilful and 
ſtubborn people, that endeavour to exalt themſelves above the Lord and 
his Appointments. 

Rea. 4. Becauſe when Means are uſed co cure the Diſeaſe that is moſt 
viſible, ſome other Diſeaſe appears that is more dangerous, and proves 
* an Impediment to the Cure, ſo that the ſickneſs increaſes and - becomes 
mortal, When God would have healed /ac/, the iniquity of Epiraim 
appeared, Hoſ.7.1. Some think it refers to the tim of Fekw's Reign, who 
was anointed in Gilead the City of Chirurgions, and was the Chirurgion 


of thoſe Times ; but when he was bulie in che work : Lord, de- 


Nroying Bal and his Worſhips, then the iniquity of @@@vten Tribes 
appeared, which are called Ephr.um, and the wickedneſs of Samaria, 
which was the Head of Ephraim. But what wickedneſs, and whatiniquity 
did they diſcover ? Surely it was their love to the fin-of, Feroboamg, tbeir 
loveto the Calves, ſo that the work of Reformation.,was at a ſtand, and 
1ſrael was not healed, Many perſons never diſcover the wickedneſs of 
their hearts, till God gives them the Means of healing ; When. God 
brings Means home to them, their wounds and ores begin to ſmart, 
and they are enraged more then ever, and it may be. ſuch ſins break 
torth, as they themſelves never chought were in their hearts. 

Reaſ. 5. Becauſe thoſe that are ſick hearken to MMowntebanks, rather. 
then to experienced and tryed Phyſicians, The Jews -in their ſick eltate 
had the falſe Prophets in high eſteem, bur perſecuted the true, and this 
became the ruine of their Church and Srate : they looked upon the Lords 
P:ophets as the cauſe of all their crouvles, and hearkened to thoſe chat 
poiſoned chem in ſtead of healing them , this was the temper of rhe peo- 
ple in Jeremiahbs time, 

Ref. 6. Becauſe ſometimes God is ſo provoked, that he will bleſs no 
Means to a people : becauſe of a peoples contempt of thoſe Means God 
hath afforded them, therefore all Means are without effeR for their good, 
that Word that was wont to be mizhty an{ power ful, becomes a dead word, 
doth not quicken, i: becomes 15» [even of adrtth ta death, 2 Cor,2.15. 
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Reaſ. 7. Sometimes thoſe that arefick are not healed, Becauſe the Phy- 
ſteians chemfelves cannot agree abour the Means for cure, one ſaith, 7 hue + 
is the Diſeaſe, another Thet , and ore (aich, This mwwft be rhe Cure, another 
That : Some think the Diſraſe not dangerons , ſome think the way to 
cure it is to fer the ſick Patient do what he will, and have whar he will + 
rhis is either groſs ignorance, or deſigned wickedneſs , others think, that 
the Diſcaſe can bs cured by no other Means but violent Aeans, tor ſome 
are cruel Phyſicians, Diſagreement amongpit thoſe that ſhould be Healers, 
1s a great hindrance of - the health of the dewghter of Sion. | 

UVSE 1. This Doctrine diſcovers to us, That we have cauſe to fear 
that our condition is but ſad this day, for our caſe looks like the caſe of 
this people that the Prophet ſpecks of : We have Grl/rads Balm,and Gileads 
Phyſicians, and yet wearea ſick people; we have the Mary of Healing 
among!t us, that Means that is prop-r and ſtable, and yet we continue a 
wounded and weak people. What Means cana people bave more for 
Cure, then we have? God is yer in our $1919, we have Healing Ordinan- 
ces, the Preaching of the Goſpel, the Seals of the Covenant of Grace, 
Magiitrates tht would heal the Sickneffes of Sion, *and Miniitcrs that 
mourn for the hure of the daughter of Stos. | 

Surely this day New-England is ſick, the Country is a ſickly Country, 
the Country is full of healchful Bodies, but fick Souls. 

I ſhall name two or three of rhe Difeafes that reign amorgſt us, and 
do maſt miſchief. 

1. The Lethargy, a cold ſleepy Difeaſe ; there ſeems to be an inſen- 
ſibleneſs of (in and danger : Faith is dead, and Leve is cold, ard Ze 15 
gone ,” the wiſe and the fooliſh Virgins ſeem to be all aſleep, in a deep ſleep 
oi Security ; The power: of godlineſs decayes, the Tramp:: lounds, the 
Alarm is given, yet the molt ſleep on. - 

O ye Chriſtians that are not quite aſleep ! do not you perceive that the 
love of the molt of che Profcſtors of Religion is grown cold ro Chr 


#73 
to Truth, tO Orainances, tO one an ther ? and that which renders our caſe 


rhe more ſad, is, that neicher the #0-d ef Gea, nor the Red of God awi- 
kens us, though we ſce that Satan is bufie, yo weareidle : indeed witen' 
Saints do lealt good, the Devil doth mot lure, while they lleep, he is 
awake, Itisto be feared, that we (hill be awakened in ſome dreadrul 
way. by ſome ſudden and unexpeRed Tempeſt of divine Wrath, A Z4:- 
aicean trame of ſpirit is hatefiil ro God, Pew'.3.15,16. 

2. There is a Burnizo Fort amonrgit ns, a Fire ef Cenentio;; ft 
Towns, in Churches ; Fuel!l is laid npon this Fire daily : Wha Town, or 
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what Church 1s there that -is free from this Diſeaſe? the work of Cour 
textion 15 followed, as chough ic were the work of onr day, "as though we 
had nothing elſe to do, Many through che pride af their hears are 

ery unquer, and cannot be content in the places God hath ſer them in, 
but (trive for Maitery, Dominion and Rule, forgetting chat counſel of 
the Apoſtte, Ay brethren, be not m:iny afters, Jam. 3.1, This comes 
trom pride and felf-love: Proud Nature is diſcontented with the con- 
dition that God hath pncmanin, The great reaſon why many are V»- 
quiet, is, becauſe they do not think they are ligh enough either in the 
Church or in the Common-wealth. The Conrentions and Diviſions ther 
are amongſt us, are a ſign that luſt reigns, and that Gods. deſtroying 


Judgements are not farre off, This Fire of Contention will conſume al), - 


except God prevent. : 

3. Many are poſſiſſcd With a» Fvil $,irit, -It's obſerved, that when 
Ch: jit came into the world there \vere more poſſ-fſed with Evil Spirite, 
then had been in any Ape: and it is to be wondred ar, thatin this time, 
in which the Goſpel is ſo clearly Preached, and Religion fo much pro- 
feſſed, that ſo many ſhould be pyſſifſed with -Ewil Spirits. 


Some, with a Spirit of Opprefſion,Craetty, and Covetorſneſs , loge,with + 


a Spirit of Erroxr and Dcl«ſron ; ſome, with a Spirit of Exvy and Pealonfre, 


others are hilled with Pride in heart and manners: Was it ever worſe among + 


the Jews, then it is wich us ? That which is ebrearned as a ſore Judpement 
tothe Jews, is in a great meaſure {filled among us this day, {fa.3.5. 
T he people (hall be opprifſed, every one by anather, ard cvery one by his neigh- 
bur , the chilae ſhall brhave himſclf prondly againſt the Ancicnt, and the 
baſe againſt the Honoxr::ble, Many of the Children of this generation, 
it they conſider their carriage to their Parents, will 'have little cauſe c0 
expect much obedience from their Children, and are like in ther latrer 


Vears to reap the fruit of their preſent diſobedience to their Parents. Q 


how ſad is it, that there ſhould beſucha Spirir of Profaneny?, \Looſe- 
>{s and Wil{ulneſs againſt Counſel in our dayes ! Truly, if the Means we 
have do not cure us, what is like to cure ns ? God will either make us 
better, or leave us, God would heal us, and w# will not be healed. 


Object. If God be willing to herl a4 prople, how is it then that they are net ' 


ucaled ? how can the Ereatrre withFand him ? | 
Arſw, God in willing, doth not alwayes will according to his Omni- 


potent Power, God 15s ſaid to be willing to heal a people, in that he-' 


-ffords to them all healirg Afcans, and though mans will canvot'over- 
{ome Gods power, yet it canreſfiſt Gods Means ; ncuther is it a Nera- 
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phyſical Inability in man, but a Formal Wilfulneſs that hinders healing, 
When a people through their Wilfulneſs grow worſe and worſe un- 


«der the Means of — they reſiſt the means of their healing, and 
ekeir condicion becomes de 


ſperate, . 


Having diſcovered to you ſome of the Diſeaſes that are among us, 


it being ſo evident that we are a lick people, that we may be ſeniible 
of the ſadneſs of our condition , let us conſider what. the evils of Sick- 


-neſs-are. | 

” 1. Sickneſs takes away the Comfort of Society, {0 that*the company 
of dearelt Relations becomes burdenſome, This is the Evil of ſome 
of our Sickneſſes , thoſe that were wont 'to rake ſweet. connſel together, 
to go to the Houſe of God together, now are weary of each others com- 
pany ; thoſe that formerly could walk rogerher with one heart, in one 
way, that could Pray together,  Sizg together, Humble themſelves toge- 


' ther, now they are eſtranged one from another , either they have no 


.Communion, or no cdmfort in Communion. 

2. Sickneſs ww the brſt ana moſt pleaſant food burdenſome : AS the 
full fhomach , ſo t e ſick ftomack loaths the honey-comb, The ſick man, 
Pſal.1@7.18. his ſoul is ſaid to abhor all meats , this is another evil Eff-& 


_ of the Niſcaſes that are amongſt us : by reaſon of Sickneſs, the Ordi- 


nances of God that were formerly ſweet and pleaſant, are now become 
burdenſome,” Have not many cauſe to be convinced that they are ſick, ſce- 
ing they finde that thoſe Ordinances and Dtics that were in times pit 
their meat and drink, and of a refreſhing narure, are now ſlighted and 
diſc{teemed, of no account wich them ? nay, ſome {ſo ſad is their caſe) 
abhor the ſpiritual food that once they found ſweetneſs in, which is a ſign 
of dreadful Apoſtacy. | : 

3. Sickneſs brings a Conſumption of Fleſh and Spirit , this is another 
ad Effect of our Sickneſſes. How many be there this day that have | 


. leanneſs in their Souls ? their graces languiſh, Grace it ſelf ſcems to be 


ready to die. ' . 
4. Sickneſs takes away Branty : Plal.39.11. His beauty conſurhes away like 

a AMuth : The Naxzaritts were blacker then a coal, not known 1n the ſtreets, 
Lam. 4. 8. Spiricuall ſickneſſes have ſtained the Beauty of the whole 
Country. When Sizm was a Praiſe in the Earth , and her Renown 
was preat, Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, Peace and Unity were her 
zeauty; bur theſe are in a great meaſure loſt, and her Beauty is 

one. 

The Beauty of many of the Profeſſors of Religion is ſo much marred, 

| : thar 


- | for Sions Wounds. It 
- that they are ſcarcely known by their Daties, Dealings, Love; Humbleneſsy 
Actreſs, as theywere in times. paſt. By Pride, Covetonſn:ſs, Wantonneſ7y 
Frowaraneſs, God is diſhonoured, and their glory is gone, O the won-- 
dertull Change that Spiricual {ickneſs hach made ! ; 

5. Sickneſs ts a forerunner of Death , when there is a lick Bed, . there. 
is an expectation of a Grave. Heman ſpeaks perſonally of himſclf, ,P/al. © 
88.3. Ay life draws nigh unto the grave: Our Sickneſlcs give us cauſe to 
fear we are not farre off .the grave. When the beit and moſt proper 
. Phyſick will not work, ic's a ſign that Death approacheth. Are we ner. 
this day making graves for all our Bleſtings and Comforts? Have we 
not reaſon to expe that ere long our Mourners will go up and down, | 
and ſay, How « New England fallen! That Land that Was a Land of 
Holine(s, hath loft her Holineſs ! that was a Land of Rightconſmſs, hath - 
loft her Righteouſneſs !- that was a Land of Peace, hath loſt her Peace | that 
. was a Landof Liberty, u now in ſore Bondage! Sin m_ Death near, , 

and ſcrs God afarre off, and hence we mult be miſerable. All thar.. 
come to viſit us, had need to minde us of our latter end, the death of 
. our Mercies. If God deal with us, as he, hath been wont to deal with + 
others, he will make us a bexter peop'e, or leave us, When a people have - 
the Means of Healing, and-are not healed, thete is cauſe to fear that” 
God loaths and rejetts them, See how che Prophet expoitulaces the caſe. 
with God, ferem.14.19. Haſt thou utterly rejefted ?udah ? hath thy (onl. 
loathed. Sion ? Why haſt thou (mitten us, and, there 15 no healing for ws? 
we looked for peace, ana there xs no good, and for the time of healing, ang 
behold tronble, 

There are three things ſpeak ſadly to us, .and tell us we. have lice - 
cauſe ro be ſecure, 77 

1. That therearefo few born to Jeſus Cliriſt : Indeed Children are- 
multiplied, but there is not mach caufe of joy therewich, .bur.rather of: 
fear that they are born for che Sword, and Famine, aid other Judge- 
ments : when a Land bears not to Chriſt, ir is a ſign the Children there-- 
in are born to Judgement : How much hath Gud eſtrarged himſelf from: 
| tis Ordinances ? how lictle Converting-work is there among us ? .we ſee: 
that a great part of the young gereration are profane, and ſpend the beſt * 
of their time in Satans ſervice, and know not the God of their fathers. 

2. Another thing that ſpeaks ſadly co us,is, That under all the means of © _ 
gSrice, there is ſo little Spiritual growch amongſt choſe that are-hurn ro- a 
Jefus Chrilt. Barrenneſs makes way for curſing and. rejxRion. . "P 

3. The Noiſe that is ia the Houle of God, a-contuſed Noids 4,30 iS 

Tat 
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that which God could never endure in his Houſe, it exceedingly ſtirs- up 
his wrath : When the Temple was to be builr, rhere was not to be the 
mile of a Hammer, 1 Kings 6.7. Itis a dangerous thihg to cauſe God 
ro live unquietly in his own Houſe, to make him weary of his own divel- 
ling-place, God was never weary of the noiſe of his peoples Prayers in 
his Houſe, but of the noiſe of their Contentions , the noiſe of their 
Prayers is pleaſant, bur the noife of theſe Contentions his ſoul abhors. 
UVSE 2. Let this be matter of Aamiration, as well as of Hnmilii- 
2721 to us, that a ſick people that have all Means to heal them, are not - 
healed, that thoſe who have Gileads Balm, and Gileads Phyſicians, are 
yer lick; and if we do not wonder at ir, ſtrangers will hereafter, That a 
people that have ſuch proper ſurable Means, are ſtill unrecovered, and 
dyir.g under them, I ſpeak not to flatter , We have a godly Magiftracy, 
that have made it manifelt that they are willing , yea earneſtly defirous 
of healing the ſickreſſes of Chnrch and Srate , We have godly AMini- 
ſfters, tha I am conhident would ſpend and be ſpent for the Recovery of 
the healrh of th: daughter of Sion, We have holy Ordinances, and we have 
ſome Mourning and Praying Saints, that lament the evils that are among 
us ; and Gods Providences call upon us daily to get our fickneſlſes healed : 
and is ir not a wonder, that a people thar-have ſuch Means and Mer cies 
ſhould lil! languiſh of their Diſeaſes? Oh thar thar which is ſaid of 


' Ninh, might never be ſaid of us, There 4 m healing of thy bruiſes, 


thy Wound & grievows ! Nahum 3.19. It would be ſad, if Gyd ſhould 
threaten us as he doth Egy'r, Jer. 46.11. [n vain ſhalt thou ſe many me- 
&icines , for thou ſhalt not be curcd, Or if God ſhould ſay as once con- 
cerning Babylon, Jer.51.9. We Would have healed B.ibylon, but ſhe is not © 
healed , forſake her, and let us go every one into bis own Conntry, It was no 
wonder that theſe Heathen Nations could not be healed, bur it is matter 
of altoniſhment that Sion is not, that Vew- Fngl.ind ſhould have ſo much 
Means of healing, and yer continue ſick, that a people that are lifted up 
to Heaven with Mcercies, ſhould be fo l:kely ro be thrown down to Help. 

VOSE 3. Let it ſcrverto perſivade Gileads Ph;/icians to pur forth 
ther utmoit endeavours for the healing of the wounds and lickneffes of 
the danohrer of Sim. 

| would dire this Uſe to our Honored Mari roter, ro my Revierens 
Br:thren in the Airiſiry, and to al 17crrning and Praying S inte. 

Fir!'t, To you whoare our Hor d Mngiſftrates, who are by the 
Providence of God Pris Pitric, The Fachers of our Country , I hope 
It will 107 be called Prefuinpiion, 1 1 ſhould five iny humble Advice fo 


b] 


| for Sions Wounds. 'T3 
the healing of Sion; Sickneſs, and leave it at your feet, God hath called 
| youto be Healers to a poor ſick Country ; That word in Scripture that + 
15 rendred to govers, is divers times rendred to heal, ſo //4.30.26, and 
in 4.3. 6,7. the Rulers are called Healers : the Prophet tells us, that | 
when the people by their ſin have brought all chings into Confulion, and 
rheir ruine almoſt preſent, then they ſhall be deſirous. of healing Rulers, - 
A man ſhall take hold of hit brother, and ſpall ſay,. Be thou our Raler, and 
let this Ruine be unicr thy band: but ver7, In tha diy foall be ſwear, 
ſaying, I will 0s be au Healer , the mearing is, 4 Rxler : & Diſciſe ſorze- 
times is ſo deſperate, no Thyfician will undertake its cure, the Patient fo- 
froward and unruly, that none will meddle wich him : this may ar laſt be 
the condition of a froward people, The Lord keep us from that wofui day, 
That 1 would humbly offer, is this : 
1. That you do your utmoſt for the Extirpation of Profarencſs, it is 
a crowing Evil in the Country : This is one of the great Works God 
hach called you that are {agi/trates and Depnties unto ; J know your. 
hearts are upon this Work : if there be not enough done alrcady to pre- 
vent Pcofaneneſs, I beſeech you do more, and ſee that your Laws be put 
in Exccution ; and eſpecially let it be your care, That the Lords Sabbaths 
may be ſan&ified : Give your Civil SanRion to that holy Command 
of God, Thoſe that would diſpute away the SanRtification of the 
Chriſtian Sabbath , do but diſpute away the Power. of Godlineſs: it 
is Chriſts Inſtitution, the Obſervation of it hath the influence of a pecu- 
liar Bleſſing. In the Primitive Times the Obſervation of ir was a Badge 
of Chriſtianity, This was a common Queſtion propounded to thoſe, 
that would joyn with the Aſſemblies of the Saints, Servaſt; Dominicum 7 
The Anſwer was, Chriſtianus ſum, intermittere non poſſwm. If this Day 
be (lighted, Practical Religion: will quickly be loſt, and a door will be 
opened for Gods ſevereſt Judgements. Slighting of the Lords Sabbaths, 
and a decay of the power of Godlineſs, uſually go together. The Pro- 
fare in Praftice, and the Erroncous in fnagement, are the great Enemies 
of SanQiifying Sabbachs, Let us remember , The Obſervation of ir 
bath the Promiſe of God : The Fire of Gods Wrath is not like to come 
where his Sabbaths are obſerved. _ 
2. Letitbe your Endeavour to ſettle the Preaching of the Goſpel in 
all places within your Juriſdiion, by thoſe that are in ſome meaſure 
ficted , you will finde ſuch places where the Preaching of the Goſpel is 
long wanting , will prove the Nurſeries of Profanenefs , ſoch places 
will breed up Enemies to God and Jeſus Chriſt, 1 doubt not but ſome 
C 


think 
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think ir their Privilege and Liberey to live wichont a Goſpel-Miniſtry , 
ſuch perſons are ei:her grofly Ignorant, or groſly Erroneous, Yeur 
Endgavours to ſet up Lights in ſuch dark places, wi!l be pleaſing to 
God. 1 -it-will be an honour to God, and an honour to you, if you fee 
that Chriſt be Prexched in every corner of the Colony, Ir is by Chriſt 
that Kengereign, and char Rel-:r; rele, Prov.8.15,16, You are Chrilt's Ofi- 
cers, chough not inthe Church, and are to labour his Exaltation , and 
your; work is, to labour-that all may be brought in ſubjeRion co him, 

"3: Lerail Irendiaries be branded, all ſuch as are ltirrers up of Scrife 
and Diviſion, that are Sa/amaznxers, that love to live in the Fire, that are 

* Fire brands im Church and Common-wealch,that are Inſtruments of Con- 

, tention in Court and Country , ler ſuch be marked in the Churches, and 
Ig them be abhorred by all that love God, Reme.16. 17. they are lnitru- 
men:s of preat evil: Let their Corruptions be kept under by good Laws, 
a: d rheir Manners heal:d, © It's a bitter Imprecation the Apoitle bath, 
Gehy.12. I world they were cut off that trouble you. 

There is a Story, that the Swevians bad a Law, That is a fray where 
Swords were drawn, if a Woman or aChilde did bxt cry Peace, though rhey 
were a Treat Way «ff they maſt (1 the quarrel, or elſe he died that ſirock the 

 wext Blow after Peace was n.-med. Bur alas, - where Contentions are, the 


fpcak of Prece are accounted Enemies, Somecare of ſuch ur quiet ſpicics, 
rhey make the plices where they live uncomfortable. - 

4. Let it be your great care, That the grear Truths of God, the Fii:b 
onge committed to the Saints, may be preſerved : Bry the Trath, en1 (ec 
frgrnt, Prom. 23.23. Truth is the moſt precions Jewel that Got hath rr ned 

_ his people wich. Sacan hatch been ſabouring corob us of this our greareit 
Jewe!, through the Apoſtacy of fome, Errour harh been ſpread, and 
Truth 'is clo»ded in-the (eyes of roo: many. The preſervarion: of Fruch 

requires much WiſJome, Z-al, Tendernefs and Mode: ation. 
There is a nec+fli:y of Wiſdenme inthe management of this great work; 
fox y ou will finde, that perſons that arein Errour are of divers forts ; 

+ x1, - Jome have week rnaderfiandings; and yet have fincerebeares, tender 

""Conſciences, and unwilkrg'y. differ from the -generialicy of the godiy. 
Pay and forbeurance is due to fuch. 

© 22: Thereare hers thac ſhew much wilſulnrſs, pride and frowerdarſs, 

 packicgof Conſcience, havea-Frenzy, a Madneſs, Theſe ought tobe 
_ k-ptfrom.hurtiag others. .. | 


noiſc is ſo-grear that thoſethat cry Peace are not heard, nay, thoſe that' 


3, .There is # differerce ;0 be pur between: + ſſcr 2nd greater” Bevery 
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for there are Findementdlia in Fide, which are called 1{agndlia Dei, and 
thereare Ainatil:: Zeal muſt be wiſely ordered, according to the na- 
tire of Truths, Jt would argue Hypocrifie to be ſubſtantial in Circum- 
ſtantial Truchs, ard circumRantia-in the Sublanciais of Faich and Repen- 
tance, Pax/'s counſel to Titus was, in matters of Conſcquence tO firms” 
conſl antly, Tit. 3, $. but tO aveid needl:ſ7 queſtions, ver;9, Thoſe Truths that 
more eſpecially concern Gods glory and mans ſalvation, ſhould be eſpe> 
cially prized & preſerved, Labour to keep the great !r«ths of God in credir,” 
' It would not conlilt with lovers God and ]:ſus Chriſt, to tolerare thur J | 
which would blaſpheme the Name of God, or dama the Souls of men; F_ 
Neicher would it confiit with our profeſſion of love co Chriſt or Saiars,. 
to trouble thoſe that peaceably differ from rhe peneralicy of. Gods people 
in leſſer things, Thoſe that are like to live in Heaven wi:h us at-lait, we . 
| ſhouid endeavour they might live peaceably wich us here. Thoſe that d & 


fer in ver Lhings, and do not infrirge the of others, wry 
ſhould they nor have peace oler ztion Were very deilt &- 
able in all Chriſtian Common- weal:ihs, that t no jul: occalion 
for any to complain of Cruelty or Perſecution , bur ic muſt be ſach 4 7 o- 
l-rati:n,that God may not be ap. 99 phemed, nor Ido'atry praCt.ſed; 

Neicher ought any Errour to be tolerated, that hath a tendercy in ics F: 
own rature to Profaneneſs, or the diſturbing of Peace and Order in 
Church or State, You areco labour to do all chi: gs ſo, that you- may 
keep God and Chriſt with you. s 

Though i: be the ducy of Magiſtrates to ſee that the great Truths of & 
God be nat viiized, nor trampled in the d:rr, yer this 1 judge I may cot 
fidentl; affi-m, Tha: Truth never g'© g- ound by a violene oppoſiti>.1 of 
ſmalle: Errours: Yetit is the duty of the people of Gad to,contend far- 


the leaſt of and it ſhould be their endeavour in the Spirit of love ry 
and meeknels, to convince perſons of their leſſ-r ——_— and choſe that 
do diff-r ought to be of a reachable ſpiric, an1 to keep a = fear of dv- 
parting from the c:91905 faith, though in the leaſt things ; for, when per- 
ſons eatily ler go lefl-r Truths, they quickly fall into great Errours. 

Secondly, | have a word to my Reverend Breathren 52 the Miniſtry , 
and this] would preſs upon my felt and you, | 

7, Let vs all b:quicklv and deeply fenſible of the wounds: of Siex, of 
breaches in the Walls of Feraſal:m, elſe we cannot pray arig'i for its heal-. 
Ing and repairing ; let not us be ſecure, while'Sion is brick Ler ic b-our 
careto kill che Cockitrice in the Egge, to make an end of Diff:renres -as- 
ſoon as they begin : ii breaches be nor repaired, they g ow great ay 
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FP much for them, labour toteach chem the good wayes of the 1.ord, the 
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ly , iff a houſe be on fire, if che fire be nor-quenched quickly, afterward ir 
will be too late to attempt it, Let not the beginnings of Diviſions be con- 
remprible, a weak Enemy, being flighted, becomes gotent: A wound 
when icis green may be quickly healed, bur tf ir be let feſter and gan- 
grene, at laſt it is paſt cure. The ſpirits of perſons are nor much imbicrer- 
ed ar firſt, whereas afterwards they become irreconcileable. As youare 
Watchmen, ſo watch the times and ſeaſons to- preſerve and recover 
Peace in the places God hath ſer youn. : 
: © 2. Labour co ſee Eveto Eye, be of one-minde and heart: this will. 
* helpto make up the glory of the beſt times. 7ſa.5 2.8. Thy Watchmen ſhult 


\C 1/7 up the voice, with the voice together (hall they fing , for they ſhall ſee 


eye.toepe:: they ſhall be of the ſame judgement, and ſpeak the ſame thing. 
We that are Leaders of the people, mult take heed we do not cauſe them 
ro erre: Let it be our care to ſubjeRt our judgements to the Word 
of God, and take heed that. we our ſelves never become Se-malters ; 
ant therefore we had need beware leſt Pride lead us into Errour an 
Singularity. It ſhould be the great work of Miniſters, to keep ther 
felves humble,to tread in the ſteps of our dear Lord, who is our Patrern, 
3- Labour to reconcile D.fferences by ſtrong Arguments, with meck- 
Y neſs of Spiric ; pw an end ro Diviſions, if Self-denial will doit ; become 
all thing» to a'l men. Let it be your great aim td unite men to Clirit, and 
one uno another. And for that end, Deny your ſelves for Chriſt's ſake , 
bear as farre as you can withour-ſin, with the weakneſs and frowardneſs 
of. thoſe that are lick, 
4. Ler not the Kids of the Flock be forgotten, they are Members 
wi:h-us of the ſame Body , let them have your love and care; pray 


Trade-way to Heaven : and the more hopeleſs you are of thoſe thar are 
grown to years, by reaſon of their Stubbornneſs, the greater ler your 
care be of thoſe that are bur in their tender years : Catechizing would 
be. of great 'uſe in every Congregation, and where there is but one 
Officer in a Church, and no more can be had, ir will be neceſſary ro ger 
the. help of ſome able Chriſtian in the work of Teaching the Children 
of the Congrepation. : . 
Thirdly, A fucther word of Counſel, is:to all you Saints of the Mol? 
High, that love $0», and are ſenſible of the ſickneſles of ir. 
1.:Labour to ger all your Parts & Gifts fanRitied,that they may nat puff 
eu up, and inſnare you, . Some of youthrouph the goodnefs of God, and. 
rich grace.have greater Attainments in the knowledge of the —_—_ 
0 
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for Sidus Woutids. '2p--=.Þ 
of the Goſpel then others, be you moreEtemplary for Humbleneſ#:aad -.  % 
Meckneſs Is others, One Se dy ahem are ſo ——— + Þ 
neſſes in the'daughter of Siow, is, becauſe the Gifcs of Chriſtians ireng | 
more ſanRified ; when Gifts are not ſanRified, they occaſion Pride the - 
Mother of Comtention , ſo that thoſe that ſhould lead che people inrs ' 
Peace and Love, lead them into Diviſions, and are Firebrands'in the” - © 
Houſes of God, WET oe 
2. Endeavour to mortifie thoſe Luſts that incline you to Contention  - 
for Contemgions do not come ſo much from extward provecations, as 
from inward corraptions : Jam. 4.1. All Wars come from luſts , it Pri 
Paſlion, and Self-love were mortified, there would be more prcran j4 
agreement : but mens luſts are ſo dear rothem, they will ad- 
venture their own peaceand the Churches, then part wich them. . os 
3. Labour for that wiſdome that « from above, which is pare, gentle; . 
praceable, eaſie to be intreated, full of m—_ and yood fruits, Jam. 3.17. If © 
you have bitter envying and ſtrife in your hearts, glorp not, ver. 14. but be 
aſhamed.whatever your parts and pifts are. Take our Saviours. i 
Mark 9.50. Have ſalt in your ſelvcs, and peace one with another : the ſale | 
of Wiſdome tends to Peace and Unity, SL 
4. Be ſure you love the publick good of Son, if the love of Siow doth © © 
reign in your hearts, you will ſeek the welfare of ir : -It was the erze Aﬀe- - 
ther that would rot ſuffer the Childe'ro be divided. - Thou ſhouldeſt ſo 
love the peace of the Church, that when a ſtorm begins thou ſhouldeſt | 
fay, If I am the man that canſe this, coft me out, let the Church beve ber 
prezce, The Romonr had a Temple dedicated ov: depofitorio, the Senators + 
went thicher and laid- down their mutual Contentions, before went ' 
to the Senate-houſe : and divers of the Heathen would lay aſide their © -. 
- private Quarrels for the Common Good, which doth ſhame ſome Chr - 
ſtians in our dayes, | | | 
5. Let thoſe that agree in Fundamentals, and have Union with the : 
ſame Head, walk together in love and peuce: this we are preſſed ts, , _. 
Phil.3.16. Why ſhould there not be a hearty love berween thoſe that - © WY 
are of che ſame Faith ? Remember that the Peace-makers are bleſſed; : + 
Peace and Union are humane Saviours to Countries and Churches ; Dale » - _* 5 
Homen any Plat. 133. But you mult alſo remember this, That your la» * .* 
bour for Unity will be in vain, if you are enemies to Order: Keeping the - © 
Order God hath appointed, is the way to Peace and Unity. . The Church +» ©. = 
is that one Body of Chriſt, yet this Body is made up of dillin& Members, . " 
and every Member hath its own operation , when every Mcmber doch: 
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viſions. 
; 6 Errour and P:of:imeneſs. ' 
' Pray that che daugliter of $2» _—_— want Nurſine-fathers, that 
Land of Liberty may not become the Houſe of Bondage, and this 
 — _ willbcthe wayto have the God of Peace dwell among us. As we carry 
2 - frrowards God, ſo will Gd manifeſt himſelf unto us : Let us cry as the 
A Propher, ferem. 17.14. Heal res, O Lord, and we ſhall be heal:d, Alike 
' Prayer wereade in P/al.60.2, God hath promiſed, that if we proy ani 
: Pumnble oxr ſelves, be will hear from beaven, and heal the Land, 2 Chron. 
. 9.14. and ſometimes be doth heal a froward people, when they are like 


EF 16.fetiſh of their wounds , //a.57. 17,18. 1 have ſcen his wayes, and { 


. 


: when we go about to heal by our own sk:1l withouc God, 
_ weheal bur ſl:ghrly, 7er.8.11. : 
GS 1 ſhall onely adde ſome Motives to preſs every one in his place and cal- 
ling, co labonr to recover the health of the dauthter of Sion, 
-* Aoetive 1. If there be Sickneſs in the Chu#ch, there will be little 
-- health in the Common-wealch : In the Land of F#44h, when the building 
-— of the Temple was neglefted, the Worſhip of God defiled, a Qecay in 
- - Refgion, i: never went well with the Common-weal:h, Ler us believe 
fs _ ;* rhar things amiſs in the houſes of God; are the chief cauſe char it 
\a2e5 ill with che Country, 
- > ul nefſes in Churches endanger the damnation of the Sou's of 
*: © I" * they binder Converſion, harden many hearts, bring the Wayes 
2865 | ps of God into contempt ; and theſe Ewils are the fruit eſpe- 
Diviſion among thoſe that profeſs Godlineſs: If Conte tions 
i Chu-ches, ci:her the world will never think well of Chriſt, 
ter believe ſuch Members of Churches are Chriſts D.ſciples, 
hn 13.35: - ES | 
; ine capiant ean be given at laſt for this, that Chriit EEE rrue 
| el 8 0n 


fer Sions Wonnds; | 19 


R:'gion are contemned by the world for the (ake of the Profeſſors of 
ic? ics ſad, that in our dayes many Profeſſors live as thougtr there 


were no Carganites nor *Periz2zitrs in the Land, If ever you wou'd 


have Chr:it afd his Wayes we'l though of, labour after Unity, If your 
would have any more Converted by che Pre.ct.ing of the Goſpel, la- 
bour after Vzirp, It you would enjoy your Church-Priviſedges, and 
your Civil Pe.;ce, |:.bour for Unity, If you would have God remove his 
jrowns, bis aftth&:ng hand from us, labour atter Unity; If ever you 
would be ſerviceable to Chriſt, and one to another, labour after Vrity, 

The members of the Body do not give mutual nouriſhment, excepr 
they be joyred each ro other, Ir is not enough that you keep up the Or- 
dinances 07 God tor his honour, for the good of your Souls, and fer 
the good of the Souls of others, except you remove the ſtumblirg- 
blocks that that lye in the way of others, your Comentions, and- Cove- 
tours Prattiſes, XC, 


O you that are the Profeſſors of Religion ! it ſeems to be in your - 


hand to ſave or damn Souls, your gracious Conver faction might bea 


means T0 convert ochers, and the contrary may be a means of dumring 


others. 


3. Endeavouring to recover the health of the danghter of Sirn, will be - 


as croſs a work to the Devil as any you can Go, it will be a crofling of 
Sata:tin ore of the greateſt deligns he Þ.ath on foot in the world : he is 
alwayes either aCting the part of a Zion, or the part of a Serpent, either 
perſecu:irg by open Enenues, or dividirg dearelt friends, Thoſe thar 
have reconciling Spirits, that are Peace makers, counter-work Saran, 
they oppoſe him in his great defign, 

4. For your Encouragement, know, that the Lord doth in a ſ>ecia! 
tanner care for Sion; Hec!.vis rhe Gar of Sicn, more then o!! the aw. - 
lings of Facob, Plal. 87. 2. The Church is more dcar to hi:n then the 
Common-wealth : As Go, he cares tor the Coinmon-wealth; as a F.z> 
they he cares for the Church: yer Magiitracy is Gods Ordinar.c?, for 
the help and preſervation of the Churches, And God in owing his 
Laws, doth fir{t command things conceraing himſelf and his Worſtup. 

The Church is ſt:ppoſed ro be a poor Orph.r, and Kinrs and Le ens 
are to be their Narſixo-faurbers and New ſino-muthirs, Iago 23. 

5. It wii! bean Honour to you, to b: Inftruments to kei? 13s domnrbecy 
of Sion, God will take it kindly at your bands, and honour you thr 
thus:l;onour him, 1 S., 2, 30. : Thoſe tha Ertl; ris 02.4 waſle place, 


Itxp ? 


20 Balm in Gilead 
that raiſe wp the foundaticns of manypfineration: , ſuch ſhall be called, 
T he repairers of the breaches, Iſa.58.12, 

6. Conlider this, the time may come that Churches , Ordinances, 
Communion with Saints, may be more precious thee the Gold of 


Opie. . 

Pr hall. cloſe with this one Word, which is to Exhort and Perſwade 
you all, to encourage and ſtrengthen the Hearts and Hands of thoſe that 
1 God hath in a ſpecial manner made Phyſicians, do as the people did, 
. Nebem.10.29. T bey clave to their Brethrcx the Nobles, &c, Take heed of 
diſcouraging chem, bur ſay to thoſe that are your Rulers, This matter cf 
Healing the daughter of Sion belongs to you, but we will be with yor, 
Ezra10,4. then it is well, when all work together for God, Ir is ſaid, 
2 Chhon.30.26. Hezekiab humbled himſelf, and the Inhabitants of Feru- 
. ſalem with him,and wrath came not in bas dayes. If the Lord give us heirs 
| co take theſe Counſels which he hath offered to us this day,we ſhall be the 
more likely to go to our fathers jn peace, and leave a bleſſing behinde 
us for Poſterity, 
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